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government and Goring had picked out on their own
behalf. The duel of words between Goring and
Dimitrov was looked forward to with intense interest.
In it Goring spoke first for several hours. He spoke at
such length as he had seldom done. Had he something
to hide ? Was he trying to disprove the assertion abroad
that he was the incendiary ?

He appeared before the Court in general's uniform ;
the hall saluted him. He came as a judge, not as a
witness, and the High Court knew how it was to
behave.

The tribunal, in fact, turned itself into a stage.
Goring at first sought only to defend himself and meet
all the charges made abroad, so as afterwards to throw
the guilt off himself and onto Dimitrov, who, when the
fire broke out, was proved to have been in a sleeping-car
^between Munich and Berlin.

Goring declared : " In broad outline, it is asserted
in the Brown Book that my friend Goebbels laid this
plan before me of setting fire to the Reichstag and that
I then gladly carried it out. It is asserted further that
I looked on at this fire. I think I was wrapped up in
a blue silk toga. There is only one think lacking :
someone ought to say that I was playing the lute as
Nero did when Rome was burning."

Around the Brown Book quoted by Goring regular
myths have grown up in Germany. No one was
allowed to read it; those who did were sentenced to
five years' imprisonment or longer. And yet there was
the feeling everywhere that the truth must be looked
for there. Although the Brown Book has not fully
ideared up the trial, yet the material gathered in it is
worthy of attention.